
 SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA

Atlanta     June 12, 2013

The Honorable Supreme Court met pursuant to adjournment.
The following order was passed:

The Court having considered the 2013-1 Motion to Amend the Rules and Regulations of the State Bar of
Georgia, it is ordered that the State Bar’s motion to amend Rule 1-202 (e) (Disabled Members); Rule 6.5 (Nonprofit
and Court-Annexed Limited Legal Services Programs); and Rule 7.5 (Firm Names and Letterheads) is hereby
approved, effective June 12, 2013, to read as follows:

PART I
CREATION AND ORGANIZATION

CHAPTER 2
MEMBERSHIP

Rule 1-202.  Classes of Members
. . . 

(e) Disabled Members.  Any member of the State Bar of Georgia may petition the Executive Committee for
disabled status provided the member meets one of the following criteria:

(1) the member has been determined to be permanently disabled by the Social Security Administration; or
(2) the member is in the process of applying to the Social Security Administration for permanent disability
status; or
(3) the member has been determined to be permanently disabled or disabled for a period in excess of one
year by an insurance company and is receiving payments pursuant to a disability insurance policy; or
(4) the member has a signed statement from a medical doctor that the member is permanently disabled, or
disabled for a period in excess of one year, and unable to practice law.

Upon the Executive Committee’s granting of the member’s petition for disability status, the disabled member shall
be treated as an inactive member of the State Bar of Georgia and shall not be privileged to practice law.  A member
holding disabled status shall not be required to pay dues or annual fees.  A disabled member shall continue in such
status until the member requests reinstatement by written application to the membership department of the State Bar
of Georgia.

PART IV
GEORGIA RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

CHAPTER 1
GEORGIA RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND

 ENFORCEMENT THEREOF
. . . 

PART SIX
PUBLIC SERVICE
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. . . 

RULE 6.5.  NONPROFIT AND COURT-ANNEXED LIMITED LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAMS
(a) A lawyer who, under the auspices of a program sponsored by a nonprofit organization or court, provides
short-term limited legal services to a client, normally through a one-time consultation, without expectation by either
lawyer or the client that the lawyer will provide continuing representation in the matter and without expectation that
the lawyer will receive a fee from the client for the services provided: 

(1) is subject to Rules 1.7 and 1.9(a) only if the lawyer knows that the representation of the client involves
a conflict of interest; and
(2) is subject to Rule 1.10 only if the lawyer knows that another lawyer associated with the lawyer in a law
firm is disqualified by Rule 1.7 or 1.9(a) with respect to the matter.

(b) Except as provided by paragraph (a)(2), Rule 1.10 is inapplicable to a representation governed by this Rule.

(c) The recipient of the consultation authorized under paragraph (a) is, for purposes of Rule 1.9, a former client of
the lawyer providing the service, but that lawyer's disqualification is not imputed to lawyers associated with the
lawyer for purposes of Rule 1.10.

The maximum penalty for a violation of this Rule is a public reprimand.

Comment
[1] Legal services organizations, courts and various nonprofit organizations have established programs through
which lawyers provide short-term limited legal services—such as consultation clinics for advice or help with the
completion of legal forms—that will assist persons to address their legal problems without further representation
by a lawyer.  In these programs, such as legal-advice hotlines, advice-only clinics or pro se counseling programs,
a client-lawyer relationship is established, but there is no expectation that the lawyer's representation of the client
will continue beyond the limited consultation. Such programs are normally operated under circumstances in which
it is not feasible for a lawyer to systematically screen for conflicts of interest as is generally required before
undertaking a representation.  See, e.g., Rules 1.7, 1.9 and 1.10.

[2] A lawyer who provides free short-term limited legal services pursuant to this Rule must secure the client's
informed consent to the limited scope of the representation. See Rule 1.2(c). If a short-term limited representation
would not be reasonable under the circumstances, the lawyer may offer advice to the client but must also advise the
client of the need for further assistance of counsel.  Except as provided in this Rule, the Rules of Professional
Conduct, including Rules 1.6 and 1.9(c), are applicable to the limited representation.

[3] Because a lawyer who is representing a client in the circumstances addressed by this Rule ordinarily is not able
to check systematically for conflicts of interest, paragraph (a) requires compliance with Rules 1.7 or 1.9(a) only if
the lawyer knows that the representation presents a conflict of interest for the lawyer, and with Rule 1.10 only if the
lawyer knows that another lawyer in the lawyer's firm is disqualified by Rules 1.7 or 1.9(a) in the matter.

[4]  Because the limited nature of services significantly reduces the risk of conflicts of interest with other matters
being handled by the lawyer's firm, paragraph (b) provides that Rule 1.10 is inapplicable to a representation
governed by this Rule except as provided by paragraph (a)(2).  Paragraph (a)(2) requires the participating lawyer
to comply with Rule 1.10 when the lawyer knows that the lawyer's firm is disqualified by Rules 1.7 or 1.9(a).  By
virtue of paragraph (b), however, a lawyer's participation in a short-term limited legal services program will not
preclude the lawyer's firm from undertaking or continuing the representation of a client with interests adverse to a
client being represented under the program's auspices.  Nor will the personal disqualification of a lawyer
participating in the program be imputed to other lawyers participating in the program.
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[5]  If, after commencing a short-term limited representation in accordance with this Rule, a lawyer undertakes to
represent the client in the matter on an ongoing basis, Rules 1.7, 1.9(a) and 1.10 become applicable.

PART SEVEN
INFORMATION ABOUT LEGAL SERVICES

. . . 

RULE 7.5. FIRM NAMES AND LETTERHEADS
(a)  A lawyer shall not use a firm name, letterhead or other professional designation that violates Rule 7.1.

(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdiction may use the same name in each jurisdiction, but
identification of the lawyers in an office of the firm shall indicate the jurisdictional limitations on those not licensed
to practice in the jurisdiction where the office is located.

(c)  The name of a lawyer holding public office shall not be used in the name of a law firm, or in communications
on its behalf, during any substantial period in which the lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing with the firm.

(d) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a partnership or other organization only when that is the fact.

(e) A trade name may be used by a lawyer in private practice if:
(1) the trade name includes the name of at least one of the lawyers practicing under said name. A law firm
name consisting solely of the name or names of deceased or retired members of the firm does not have to
include the name of an active member of the firm; and
(2) the trade name does not imply a connection with a government entity, with a public or charitable legal
services organization or any other organization, association or institution or entity, unless there is, in fact,
a connection.

The maximum penalty for a violation of this Rule is a public reprimand.

Comment
[1] Firm names and letterheads are subject to the general requirement of all advertising that the communication must
not be false, fraudulent, deceptive or misleading. Therefore, lawyers sharing office facilities, but who are not in fact
partners, may not denominate themselves as, for example, "Smith and Jones," for that title suggests partnership in
the practice of law. 

[2] Trade names may be used so long as the name includes the name of at least one or more of the lawyers actively
practicing with the firm. Firm names consisting entirely of the names of deceased or retired partners have
traditionally been permitted and have proven a useful means of identification. Sub-paragraph (e)(1) permits their
continued use as an exception to the requirement that a firm name include the name of at least one active member.

                                                                 

                                                        SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA
                                                                                             Clerk’s Office, Atlanta

                                                                                                      I hereby certify that the above is a true extract from
                                                                               the minutes of the Supreme Court of Georgia

                                                                                                       Witness my signature and the seal of said court hereto
                                                                             affixed the day and year last above written.
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