Instructions to Students on Interviewing a Lawyer and Writing an Outside Research Paper

1.
Choose a lawyer who practices in an area of law closest to your area of interest.  The goal of this assignment is for you to obtain information about ethics in a particular practice of law and to connect the material that we have studied in class to the real world.

2.
If you cannot locate a lawyer, I will help you to find a lawyer in Texas who will be able to spend one hour with you.  Please give me adequate time for me to locate a lawyer for your interview.

3.
Before the interview, you should perform research on ethics issues in the area of the lawyer’s practice.  You should search databases on lexis and westlaw in legal ethics or legal news.  For example, if you were researching ethics issues in corporate law, you would find information about Sarbanes Oxley and the recent ABA changes in Model Rule 1.6 and 1.13.  If you were researching litigation ethics issues, you may discover a “talking points memorandum” used by an asbestos law firm to prepare clients for depositions or trial.  The goal of this research is for you to be able to converse intelligently with the lawyer in case the lawyer does not provide you with ethics issues.

4.
You should let the lawyer control the interview at first to see if this individual is discussing ethics issues in their practice.  Some lawyers will provide you with so much information that you will need to narrow down your written memo about the interview.  Others may say, I do not encounter ethics issues in my practice.  In such a case, you will need to use your research and bring up topics and gauge the lawyer’s reaction.  This will often lead the lawyer to think of many ethics issues that he or she has faced in practice.

5.
You may keep the name of the lawyer confidential from me if that is the lawyer’s desire.  You may also generalize facts so that the lawyer’s information is not disclosed to me.  This is a balance so that some lawyers may be willing to share more sensitive information with you.  But obviously, if you are prevented from discussing any topic, that would prevent you from writing a research paper.  By advance arrangement, I can agree to make a lawyer’s interview confidential and to be returned to the lawyer if that is needed under the circumstances for you to obtain access to valuable information.
6.
You may interview a judge about judicial ethics or lawyer’s conduct before the judge in litigation.  Judges are often more sensitive about sharing information with students and thus may not be the best subjects for an interview.  There are of course exceptions when a judge is opinionates about ethics in the legal profession today.

7.
After the interview, you will need to research the topics discussed and present them in a paper.  You may choose to focus on one or two topics in more detail or several topics in less detail.  The choice is up to you.  The paper should be 8 – 10 pages in length double spaced.
8.
I am available to help you before, during, and after this process.  Let me know if you need guidance on any aspect relating to this paper.  These papers are designed to provide you with a link to the practice of law as it related to professionalism and legal ethics.  However, as a professor, many of these papers give me an invaluable glimpse into what is going on relating to ethics in law practice.  

